
Let us pray: 
 
Almighty Father, on this solemn day, when we commemorate the 
brave men and women who died for their country, we remember all 
those who have given their lives for the things that they cherish. 
 
Lord, we honour the fallen soldiers, sailors and flyers who died 
fighting to protect their family, and who considered the sacrifice well 
worth the price, if it bought a safe and secure future for their loved 
ones.  We remember especially the young men and women from our 
own community here in Holmbury St Mary, and those known 
personally to us, either from home or further afield.  We give thanks 
that their actions mean that we are able to stand here today, valued 
citizens of a free and democratic state.  May we appreciate this gift 
that they have given us, and be determined to pass on an 
understanding of its worth to our children. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We remember, too, others who have laid down their life for the sake 
of someone else.  We think of the doctors and nurses, caught in the 
crossfire as they treated the injured on the battlefield; the charity and 
aid workers who were murdered because they could not ignore the 
needy, even those of another religion or in another country; the 
civilians who would not be quiet when they saw injustice done.  We 
give thanks for their lives, and we ask that our bravery will match 
theirs, if we are ever called upon to show it. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We remember the bereaved of these brave ones: children who grow 
up without knowing their parent; spouses who battle on alone when 
they had hoped to share a life; mothers and fathers denied the 
pleasure of seeing a young person full of promise achieve their 
potential.  Lord, we remember that you said “Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted”.  Comfort them Father, as you 
comfort all who suffer.  Be with them in their pain, may they take 
solace in the Bible’s promise that You will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, we give thanks for our armed forces, who for our sake and the 



safety of our way of life, face death all day long.  Guide the politicians 
whose duty it is to steer our country towards a peaceful and 
prosperous future.  Fill their hearts and minds with your wisdom, and 
grant that they seek ways of peace rather than war.  May they be 
ever mindful that the young men and women in our armed forces are 
not to be considered as sheep to be slaughtered, but as a precious 
resource to be used only in a last resort, and in pursuit of the greatest 
good.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Father, direct our thoughts and actions, so that we - as did the brave 
men and women who came before us - cherish the everlasting things 
of the spirit, rather than the perishable things of this world.  In this 
way we will have confidence that, whatever comes our way, nothing 
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 


