
November 7th Reflection 

I was hoping to be able to stand here this morning and say “We’ve got some good news. 

We’ve just become grandparents.” But in truth, the baby isn’t due until tomorrow and 

hasn’t yet shown that much interest in speeding up the process.  

David and Anne, I am guessing, that maybe, just maybe, 50 years and the length of your 

engagement ago,  either one of you went home and said to your parents, “Good news, 

Anne and I have got engaged / David and I have got engaged” 

This week, we heard of that 4 year old girl in Australia, Cleo Smith, was against all 

expectations, found safe and well after 18 days. Scott Morrison, the Prime Minister, said it 

was “a moment for great joy”. The opposition leader said it was “such happy news”.  

It seems that when we call something good news, it is always either when something has 

happened which will make the future richer – a grandchild or an engagement – or when a 

threat has gone, as in the case of the little girl in Australia. But when we say there is good 

news, we are in each case stating that something has changed.  

So, when the very first thing Mark’s gospel says about Jesus’ ministry is that he was 

wandering about Galilee “proclaiming the good news of God”,  it ought to make us sit up 

and take note.  

I leave us with 2 questions: 

When people look at churches generally and the people who go there, do they think 

essentially of a group that feel they are receivers and bearers of good news ? That’s the first 

question. There’s no straight ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to that, but I think in this country at the moment, 

the predominant sense would be that the people that make up the worshipping community 

are by and large good people, quite often people who care about those in the wider 

community, who like to maintain their traditions and who value spirituality. I’m not sure 

the idea of ‘Good news’ would be the first thing that comes into most people’s minds.  

Second question is, if Jesus came proclaiming  good news, what is it that has changed ? It’s 

clearly not ‘everything is going to be easier now’ as the first words of these 2 verses about 

good news are ‘After John had been put in prison’ – which of itself was very bad news. But 

Jesus was no exaggerator, so what is it that has changed ? Jesus goes on in the next verse to 

say ‘The kingdom of God has come near’. That is the good news.  

What was Jesus saying to them through that ? ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Believe 

the good news’. And what is he is saying to you and me today through that ? 

 


