
13th December 2020 

 Father, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to live among us and to bring good 
news to the oppressed.  In this time of crisis and distress, make us instruments of 
your word to proclaim your loving presence and to show your saving power. Make 
us instruments of your peace within our homes, our communities and the world. 

Lord, in your mercy … 

 We hold before you all who work for justice and who strive to help the 
helpless: doctors caring for the sick in overflowing hospitals; teachers whose pupils 
cannot attend school in person; and parents doing their best to feed their children 
adequately.  In this season of darkness, we pray for hope.  Bring comfort and 
healing to the lonely, the lost, and those who feel abandoned or let down by 
society.  Grant wisdom and courage to local and national leaders that they may 
work for more equal societies where all are valued as children of God, worthy of 
dignity and care.  

Lord, in your mercy ... 

 We pray for grace to give and receive forgiveness for past wrongs.  May this 
Advent be a time of new beginnings when debts are forgiven, and love is seen in 
action.  We pray for the many victims of circumstances beyond their control: the 
poor, the homeless, refugees and asylum seekers and all who are fleeing from the 
traumas of sickness, hunger, climate change and war.  Break down the barriers of 
fear, racism and difference, and grant us the courage to welcome strangers into our 
hearts, our homes and our lives, that all may find shelter and safety.   

Lord, in your mercy ... 

 As we await your coming Lord, may we always remember to give thanks for 
your endless blessings - for glimpses of beauty, for hours of truth, for music and 
mirth, for love and laughter.  In the midst of these often challenging times, we pray 
that we may always find room in our hearts for gratitude, joy and love for the 
whole of your precious and wonderful creation. 

Father, We offer these prayers in the name of the one whose presence we await 
and whose love is with us always, your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

 

 


